Some Ways to Carry Out Xiao
(Being Good to Parents and Ancestors)

In English and Chinese (Complicated Script)
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There are many ways to carry out xiao, that is, to be good to parents, and here are
twenty-four of the ways:
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Practice and cultivate good conduct and character, so that we will reflect well
on our parents and ancestors;

Respect parents and treat parents with courtesy;

Obey parents’ orders (unless they are against moral righteousness);
Reverently and thoroughly receive and understand parents’ teachings;

Accept parents’ reprimands;

Look after our bodies and our health;

Look after our daily affairs well;

Frequently update parents on our situation, so that they wouldn’t worry and so
that they can help and advise us if they see that we need it;

We must not hoard material possessions in the family for our own use but
must share them with the family;

Come into possession of what parents like, and avoid or get rid of what
parents don’t like;

Even if our parents detested us or we thought they detested us, we would still
need to be xiao (be good) to them;

If parents should engage in wrong conduct that is against moral righteousness
we must try to dissuade them, and persist in doing so until we succeed;
Among siblings there must be harmony; the older siblings must be loving and
friendly to the younger siblings, and the younger siblings must be respectful
to the older siblings;

The older siblings should help look after and teach the younger, and the
younger must cooperate by accepting this care and teaching, so that the
burden on the parents will be lessened;

We should have a stable career;

In study and career we should do our best and achieve the best that we are
capable of, so that we reflect well upon our parents;

If possible, we should attain outstanding achievements so that our names will
be remembered by posterity and thus bring glory to our parents and ancestors;
When we are young and our parents are working we must help our parents
with their work or business and with the household chores;

When parents are old and unable to work we must support them materially;
If parents are ill or infirm we must care for them;

When parents die we must hold dignified funerals;

When parents die we must mourn for an appropriate period;

After parents die we must periodically hold sincere memorials for them;

We must have offspring in order to carry on the previous generations’ name.
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